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writers. ... A common script for al] India is a distant
ideal. A common script for all those who speak the
Indo-Sanskrit languages, including the Southern stock,
is a practical ideal, if we but shed our provincialisms.
There is little virtue, for instance, in a Gujarati clinging
to the Gujarati script. Provincial patriotism is good
where it feeds the larger stream of all-India patriotism,
as the latter is good to the extent that it serves the still
larger end of the universe. But a provincial patriotism
that says "India is nothing, Gujarat is all", is wicked-
ness. . . . That the Devanagari should be the common
script, I suppose, does not need any demonstration—
the deciding factor being that it is the script known
to the largest part of India. ... A spirit that is so
exclusive and narrow as to want every form of speech
to be perpetuated and developed, is anti-national and
anti-universal. All undeveloped and unwritten dialects
should, in my humble opinion, be sacrificed and merged
in the great Hindustani stream. It would be a sacrifice
only to be nobler, not a suicide. If we are to have a
common language for cultured India, we must arrest
the growth of any process of disintegration or multipli-
cation of languages and scripts. We must promote a
common language. ... If I could have my way, I would
make the learning of Devanagari script and Urdu script,
in addition to the established provincial script, com-
pulsory in all the provinces and I would print in
Devanagari chief books in the different vernaculars with
a literal translation in Hindustani.
Toung India, 27-8-'25
Let us now consider the question of a national
language. If English is to become our national language
tfien it must be made a compulsory subject in our schools.

